
 
 

Message from Welfare Officer Mae D. Codilla 
 
In the words of Apple co-founder Steve Jobs, “Your work is going to fill a large part of your life and the 
only way to be truly satisfied is to do great work. And the only way to do great work is to love what you 
do.” By loving what you do, you won’t realize that time slips by so fast.    
 
I just realized that last August 17, 2022 marked my first year as a Welfare Officer of the Philippine 
Overseas Labor Office - Washington ,D.C. (POLO-WDC). I am now on my second overseas posting 
as Welfare Officer, my first was in Madrid, Spain in 2006-2008.   Despite my more than three decades 
of  service to our overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) and their families, there is always something 
exciting to look forward to in every assignment that come my way whether it be back home in the 
Philippines or overseas.  
 
Having worked at the OWWA Regional Welfare Office 7 in Cebu City where we mostly deal directly 
with the OFW families and dependents as well as the OFW-returnees, it is here in the overseas post 
where we get to connect with the OFWs themselves - get to feel or even experience for myself their 
struggles, their sacrifices and most of all, their love for their families back home. At OWWA, there are 
endless opportunities to serve and I am forever grateful for this. 
 
With the dynamic workforce of POLO-WDC under the leadership of our Labor Attaché, Atty. Angela 
Librado-Trinidad, we have acted upon a total of 143 requests for assistance from distressed OFWs 
including the physically/medically ill as well as OFWs who died during my first year (August 17, 2021-
August 17, 2022). We were able to facilitate and assist the repatriation of 55 distressed OFWs in 
coordination with concerned Philippine embassies/consulates, foreign employers, 
recruitment/manning agencies, other government agencies and the Filipino community. OWWA 
shouldered the repatriation costs of 10 OFWs to include the repatriation of 3 OFW human remains.  
 
In our efforts to bring OWWA’s programs and services closer to our OFWs, I was able to join the 
POLO-WDC team in eight (8) consular outreach where I got to meet and serve our OFWs in 4 states 
in the US and 4 Caribbean Islands. Under OWWA’s Reintegration Program, we were able to hold ten 
(10) webinars on financial literacy and other reintegration-related topics so as to empower and equip 
our OFWs as they prepare themselves for any crisis and for their eventual return to our country 
(whether forced or planned).  
 
I am amazed by the support and assistance of our Filipino communities in disseminating our programs 
and activities as well as in responding to the needs of OFWs in distress and in crisis situations. My 
salute to our FilCom leaders for their dedication and selfless service to our kababayan. They truly have 
been our partners in our service to the OFWs. 
 
As I embark on another year as your Welfare Officer, I look forward to more engagements  with our 
Filipino communities in the US and the Caribbean Islands as we continuously conduct  extensive 
dissemination of OWWA’s  programs and services. This goes hand in hand with our efforts to provide 
timely response to requests for assistance from our OFWs.  We will continue to innovate ways and 
take advantage of modern technology in providing relevant seminars/trainings and bringing the 
programs/services of the different government agencies closer and more accessible to our client-
OFWs.   
 
We invite you to visit and like us on Facebook - OWWA Washington DC and POLO-WDC. Be updated 
and join us in all our activities! 


